
LEVEL NATIONAL QUALIFYING 
SERIES (NQS)*

SECTIONAL DANCE 
CHALLENGE

U.S. DANCE
FINAL

NAT’L HIGH PERF. DEV TEAM CAMP or
U.S. CHAMPIONSHIPS

OUTCOMES of NHPDTC or 
U.S. CHAMPIONSHIPS

JUVENILE
INTER.

NOVICE

Entry:
Open entry 

Result:
Top 3 ranked couples, per 
level, nationwide earn a bye 
to the U.S. Dance Final

Entry:
Open entry 

Result:
Top 5 per level, per 
section, advance to the 
U.S. Dance Final. 

(Fill-up rule applies advancing 
to the U.S. Dance Final, 5 / 18 
and-fewer does NOT). 

Entry:
18 entries
(3 NQS + 5 per section x 3 sections)
Result:
Top 9 total in each level advance to 
the National High Performance 
Development Team Camp.

Entry: 
9  per level participate in the National 
High Performance Development Team 
Camp

Have the potential for:
High Performance Singles Camp
North American Challenge
Nat’l Develop. Team Challenge
Advanced novice internationals
ISU developmental seminar
Junior spring internationals
Junior Grand Prix Series
Athlete HP Development pool
International Selection Pool (ISP)

JUNIOR Same as above
Entry & Result:
Same as above

(Fill-up rule AND 5 / 18-and-
fewer rules apply to advancing 
to the U.S. Dance Final)

Entry:
Same as above (18) + int’l byes
Result: 
Top 12 total qualifying for the U.S. 
Championships

Entry:
12 entries + int’l byes at U.S. Champs.

Have the potential for:
Junior Grand Prix Series
ISU Challenger Series
International competitions
Junior World Championships
International Selection Pool (ISP)

SENIOR Same as above Same as above
Entry:
Same as above (18) + int’l byes
Result: 
Top 12 total qualifying for the U.S. 
Championships*

Entry: 
12 entries + byes at U.S. Champs.

*All senior teams qualifying must have met a minimum 
TES at a NQS, regional, sectional, or ISU competition in 
order to compete at U.S. Championships 

Have the potential for:
Above events (if age eligible)  PLUS:
Grand Prix Series
World Championships
Olympic Winter Games

* The NQS is a separate program; 
athletes re-register by Sept. 1st to 
continue through the system.




