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EVENTS & MORE
U.S. FIGURE SKATING EVENTS 
More than 1,700 events, including shows, exhibitions and 
competitions, are sanctioned by U.S. Figure Skating each 
year.

The nine regional competitions, followed by three sectional 
competitions, begin the pipeline of U.S. Figure Skating’s 
qualifying competitions, which lead top athletes to U.S., 
World and Olympic levels. In the past 10 years, more than 
20,000 figure skaters have competed at the regional level.

In addition to the many club, regional and sectional competi-
tions, U.S. Figure Skating conducts the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships and Skate America. Skate America is one 
of six prestigious events included in the ISU Grand Prix of 
Figure Skating Series.

The U.S. Championships are the premier domestic event 
conducted each year by U.S. Figure Skating. The competition 
features more than 375 skaters vying for national titles in five 
divisions (senior, junior, novice, intermediate and juvenile).

The U.S. Championships are typically held for nine days in 
January. Bidding to become the event’s host city takes place 
two to three years in advance of the event and bidding for 
other U.S. Figure Skating qualifying competitions takes place 
two years in advance. Clubs vying for any event must meet 
event requirements and venue specifications to be eligible.

The 2010 AT&T U.S. Figure Skating Championships, held at 
Spokane Arena in Spokane, Washington, produced a record 
attendance of 158,170 spectators throughout the week. The 
sellout crowds beat the previous record set at the 2007 
State Farm U.S. Figure Skating Championships held at 
Spokane Arena by approximately 25,000 tickets sold. 

The U.S. Adult Figure Skating Championships debuted 
in 1995. The 2018 U.S. Adult Championships were held in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts, and featured more than 400 
skaters competing in more than 100 events.

CONTACT
U.S. FIGURE SKATING
20 First Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80906 
(P) 719.635.5200
(F) 719.635.9548
(E) info@usfigureskating.org
(W) USFigureSkating.org

FIGURE SKATING STREAMING SCHEDULE
Schedule is subject to change and may be subject to blackout restrictions. 

2018 U.S. Novice and Junior Challenge Skate* Sept. 13-17
2018 U.S. International Figure Skating Classic Sept. 13-17

2019 South Atlantic Regional* Oct. 3-7

2019 Upper Great Lakes Regional* Oct. 3-7

2019 Northwest Pacific Regional* Oct. 3-7

2019 New England Regional* Oct. 10-14

2019 Southwestern Regional* Oct. 10-14

2019 Central Pacific Regional* Oct. 10-14

2018 North Atlantic Regional* Oct. 17-21

2018 Eastern Great Lakes Regional* Oct. 17-21

2018 Southwest Pacific Regional* Oct. 17-21
2018 Skate America Oct. 19-21
2018 Skate Canada International Oct. 26-28
2018 Helsinki Grand Prix of Figure Skating Nov. 2-4
2018 NHK Trophy Nov. 9-11
2019 Eastern Sectional Nov. 13-17

2019 Midwestern Sectional Nov. 13-17

2019 Pacific Coast Sectional Nov. 13-17
2018 Rostelecom Cup Nov. 16-18
2018 Internationaux de France Nov. 23-25
2018 Grand Prix Final Dec. 6-9
2019 GEICO U.S. Figure Skating Championships Jan. 19-27
2019 European Championships Jan. 21-27
2018 Eastern Synchronized Sectional* Jan. 30-Feb. 3

2018 Midwestern Synchronized Sectional* Jan. 30-Feb. 3

2018 Pacific Coast Synchronized Sectional* Jan. 30-Feb. 3
2018 Four Continents Championships Feb. 4-10
2018 U.S. Synchronized Championships Feb. 22-24
2018 World Junior Championships March 5-11 TBD
2019 Eastern Adult Sectional* March 8-10
2019 Midwestern Adult Sectional* March 8-10
2019 Pacific Coast Adult Sectional* March 8-10
2019 World Championships March 19-25
2018 World Synchronized Championships April 12-14
2018 U.S. Adult Figure Skating Championships* April 10-14

* Indicates that event will only be available on-demand. 



Onsite survey responses were collected  via mobile devices at the 2018 Prudential U.S. Figure Skating Championships (Jan. 5-6, 2018) in San Jose, California. A total 
of 682 surveys were completed. A detailed follow-up online survey was sent to onsite attendees who provided a valid email address. A total of 820 surveys were 
completed from Jan. 17-31, 2018. (Research conducted by Turnkey Intelligence)

PRIMARY MEDIA SOURCE

 Internet | 47%

 TV | 32%

 Social media | 15% 

 Print | 4%

 Other | 2%

Internet

TV

DEMOGRAPHICS
AGE

 4% | 18-24 
 13% | 25-34 
 11% | 35-44 
 19% | 45-54 
 26% | 55-64 
 26% | 65+ 
 1% | Unknown 
 53 | Average Age 
GENDER

 25% | Male
 75% | Female
MARITAL STATUS

 29% | Single
 11% | Divorced
 60% | Married

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Under $25K

$25K-$49K

$50-$74K

$75K-$99K

$100K-$149K

$150K-$199K

$200K+

0% 5% 10% 15% 20 25% 

4%

8%

11%

15%

26%

14%

21%

Average
$134,000

Median
$110,000

*1% Unknown

EDUCATION
 7% | High School or Less

 7% | Associate’s 

 41% | Bachelor’s 

 45% | Master’s or Higher
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FAN PROLFILE
ETHNICITY

 73% | Caucasian
 18% | Asian
 3% | Hispanic
 2% | African American
 1% | Native American
 3% | Other
FOLLOW FIGURE SKATING

 83% | During Olympic Years
 81% | During Non-Olympic Years
 31% | Non-Competitive
 15% | Lower-levels 



8       2018-19 U.S. FIGURE SKATING FACTSHEET

U.S.  FIGURE SKATING

MEDIA
The 2018 Olympic Winter Games were 
the first Games where live primetime 
coverage was available side-by-side on 
broadcast, cable and via live stream. 

Sources: NBC Olympics; The Nielsen 
Company

FIGURE SKATING ON  
NBC SPORTS AND BEYOND

In April 2018, U.S. Figure Skating 
announced two major media rights 
agreements that guarantee unprece-
dented coverage of figure skating in the 
United States through the 2026 season. 
The first was an eight-year extension 
of its broadcast rights agreement with 
NBC and the second was icenetwork’s 
acquisition of all U.S. media rights for 
International Skating Union (ISU) events 
through the 2025-26 season.  

Through 2026, NBC Sports will present 
an unprecedented 80+ hours of cover-
age, including 30+ hours of figure skat-
ing coverage on NBC, with an additional 
50+ hours airing on NBCSN. Additionally, 
U.S. Figure Skating launched the “Figure 
Skating Pass” on NBC Sports Gold, NBC 
Sports Digital’s direct-to-consumer live 
streaming product, giving fans access 
to live and on-demand domestic and 
international figure skating competition 
beginning with the 2018-19 season.

The ISU agreement with icenetwork, LLC, 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of U.S. Figure 
Skating, covers multiple distribution 
platforms and guarantees live cover-
age of ISU events, including the World 
Figure Skating Championships, the Four 
Continents Championships and the Grand 
Prix of Figure Skating Series on NBC 
Sports Gold, as well as television cover-
age on NBC, NBC Sports Network and the 
Olympic Channel: Home of Team USA. 

TELEVISION COVERAGE  
OF FIGURE SKATING  
AT THE OLYMPICS

Figure skating has arguably the highest 
visibility of any winter Olympic sport, 
consistently receiving more primetime 
broadcast hours than any other sport 
in national and Olympic television pro-
gramming. 

During the 2018 Olympic Winter Games 
in PyeongChang, South Korea, the 11 
days of figure skating competition were 
broadcast in primetime. On average, 
NBC’s primetime broadcast averaged 
17.8 million viewers with a 10.1 household 
rating/18 share. 

The 1994 Olympic Winter Games figure 
skating broadcasts are the highest-rated 
winter Olympic television programming 
of all time. The ladies short program 
from Lillehammer, Norway, had the 
sixth-highest rating in television history 
(48.5) and was the third largest of all 
time for a sporting event, placing behind 
Super Bowl XVI and Super Bowl XVII. 
Through 18 nights of the 2018 Olympic 
Winter Games, NBC Olympics’ coverage 
was the top-rated program. 

NBC’s unprecedented coverage of the 
2018 Olympic Winter Games attracted 
nearly 348 million in total audience 
delivery.  A Winter Olympics-record 1.58 
billion minutes of video were streamed 
live on NBC Olympics’ digital platforms. 
Additionally, more than 17 billion min-
utes of video were streamed, more 
than tripling the total set at the Sochi 
Olympics. NBCUniversal platforms – NBC 
(176 hours), NBCSN (369), CNBC (46), 
USA Network (40.5) and NBCOlympics.
com/NBC Sports app (1,800+) – offered 
the most in-depth coverage in Winter 
Olympics history, totaling 2,400+ hours. 

2018 SKATE AMERICA
Oct. 20, 2018 6-8 p.m. (NBCSN)
Oct. 21, 2018 12:30-1:30 p.m. (NBC)
Oct. 21, 2018 4-6 p.m. (NBCSN)
Oct. 27, 2018 3-6 p.m. (NBC)
2018 SKATE CANADA INTERNATIONAL
Oct. 28, 2018 4-6 p.m. (NBC)
2018 HELSINKI GRAND PRIX  
OF FIGURE SKATING
Nov. 4, 2018 1-3 p.m. (NBC)
2018 NHK TROPHY
Nov. 11, 2018 12-1:30 p.m. (NBC)
2018 ROSTELECOM CUP
Nov. 18, 2018 12-1:30 p.m. (NBC)
2018 INTERNATIONAUX DE FRANCE
Nov. 25, 2018 4-6 p.m. (NBC)
2018 GRAND PRIX FINAL
Dec. 7, 2018 11:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. (NBCSN)
Dec. 8, 2018 8-10 p.m. (NBCSN)
Dec. 9, 2018 4-6 p.m. (NBC)
2019 GEICO U.S. FIGURE SKATING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Jan. 24, 2019 5-7 p.m. (NBCSN) 
Jan. 24, 2019 9-11 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 25, 2019 4-6 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 25, 2019 8-11 p.m. (NBC)
Jan. 26, 2019 1:30-4:30 p.m. (NBC)
Jan. 26, 2019 7-9 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 27, 2019 3:30-6 p.m. (NBC)
2019 SKATING SPECTACULAR
Feb. 16, 2019 2:30-4 p.m. (NBC)

2019 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Jan. 23, 2019 4:30-6:30 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 24, 2019 7-9 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 24, 2019 11 p.m.-1 a.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 25, 2019 2-4 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 25, 2019 6-8 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 26, 2019 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (NBCSN)
Jan. 27, 2019 1:30-3:30 p.m. (NBC)
2019 FOUR CONTINENTS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Feb. 7, 2019 5-7:30 p.m. (NBCSN)
Feb. 8, 2019 12-2 a.m. (NBCSN)
Feb. 9, 2019 12-2 a.m. (NBCSN)
Feb. 9, 2019 11:30 p.m.-2 a.m. (NBCSN)
Feb. 10, 2019 1-3 a.m. (NBCSN)
Feb. 16, 2019 4-6 p.m. (NBC)
2019 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
March 20, 2019 3-5 p.m. (NBCSN)
March 21, 2019 1-3 p.m. (NBCSN)
March 21, 2019 3-5 p.m. (NBCSN)
March 22, 2019 7-9 p.m. (NBCSN)
March 22, 2019 9-11 p.m. (NBCSN)
March 23, 2019 2-4 p.m. (NBCSN)
March 23, 2019 8-10 p.m. (NBC)
April 14, 2019 3-6 p.m. (NBC)

2018-19 NBC BROADCAST SCHEDULE

Schedule subject to change.  
All times Eastern. Check local listings.


